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Creation 
• In October of 2010, the AIDD awarded The Arc of the 

United States $1.87 million for fiscal year 2010 
• The purpose of this four year grant was to establish a 

web-based National Resource and Information Center 
on Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and other 
developmental disabilities 



Beginnings   
During the 1st year, The Arc’s Autism NOW project held 

regional summits around the country to: 
• Listen to questions, challenges, solutions and dreams 

from people with ASD and family members; 
• Encourage people to connect with peers in their 

communities;  
• Discover additional resources needed on the Autism NOW 

website; 
The final report, “Light at the End of the Tunnel,” highlights 
key findings from regional summits. It can be found at the 
following link: 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/add/AutismNOW-
Summit_Final-Report_12-31-11.pdf  

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/add/AutismNOW-Summit_Final-Report_12-31-11.pdf�
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/add/AutismNOW-Summit_Final-Report_12-31-11.pdf�


Highlights of Autism NOW 

• People with autism create resources 
• Collaborations between parents of children with ASD 

and people with ASD 
• Collaborations with self-advocacy organizations, 

including:  
• Self-Advocates Becoming Empowered (SABE) 
• Autistic Self-Advocacy Network (ASAN) 
• National Youth Leadership Network (NYLN) 
• Sibling Leadership Network (SLN) 

• Their views can be seen in the underlying themes of the 
website and tools  



The Main Objective is to be a Resource 
Center on a Fully Accessible Website: 

• Fully accessible and 508 compliant 
• No charge for resources  
• Audio and video resources are available 
• A Curriculum for Self-Advocates is available in 

Spanish 
• Additional resources in Spanish and Mandarin are 

coming soon 



Sections of the Website 

Subject Areas Features 
• At Home 
• On the Job 
• In the Classroom 
• In the Community 
• Funding & Public 

Policy 
 

• Browse by Topic 
• Latest News 
• Latest Resources 
• Find Help in Your 

Area 
• Upcoming Events 
• Blog 
• Discussion Boards 
• Email sign-up form 

 



Questions? 
 

 
Amy Goodman, Co-Director 

202-600-3489 
E-mail: agoodman@autismnow.org 

 
Facebook: 

 https://www.facebook.com/AutismNowCenter  
 

Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/autismnowcenter 
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