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National Institute of Mental Health 

  One of the 27 institutes and centers at NIH 
  Supports research on mental health, 
including basic and clinical research, and 
incorporating the evolving science of brain, 
behavior, and experience. 
  NIMH Budget ~$1.4B 
  Has largest portfolio of autism research at 
NIH 
  Portfolio includes basic, translational, clinical, 
and services research 
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NIMH ASD Services Research Initiative 

September  2014 

  NIMH awarded 12 new grants ($15M) to 
support research to develop effective, 
real-world-ready approaches to 
providing early diagnosis, treatment, 
and supportive services for children, 
transition-age youth, and adults with 
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 

•
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•  Birth to 2 years - 5 projects to test strategies for 
coupling children who test positive in universal 
screens with referral to and engagement in services. 

Transition-age youth and families - 4 projects to 
develop strategies for school-based service 
coordination of transition planning in order to reduce 
or eliminate disconnection from needed supports, 
services, or age-relevant activities. 

Adults - 3 projects to develop and test strategies to 
maintain engagement in community support, 
vocational and employment programs, and other 
services aimed at supporting independent living. 

• 

• 
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NIMH ASD 
Services Research Initiative II 

Issued October 28, 2015 
Applications Due February 3, 2016 

 
Services Research for Autism Spectrum 
Disorder across the Lifespan II (ServASD II): 
Pilot Research on Services for Transition-Age 
Youth - RFA-MH-17-200 (R34) 

Pilot Research on Services Strategies for Adults 
with ASD - RFA-MH-17-200 (R34) 
 
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-MH-17- 
200.html 
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NIH Neurobiobank Update 
•  The NIH Neurobiobank and the privately-funded 

Autism BrainNet are collaborating to form a joint 
biobanking effort which will result in a national 
networked resource for tissue specimens that 
can be used for ASD research. 

Partners include: 
•  Three NIH institutes: NIMH, NINDS, and 

NICHD, Autism Science Foundation, Autism 
Speaks, and Simons Foundation 

•  This networked resource fulfills a priority 
identified in the IACC Strategic Plan for ASD 
Research. 
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Autism Biomarkers Consortium (ABC) 
Project 
July 2015 

NIH (NIMH, NICHD and NINDS), Foundation for the 
NIH (FNIH), Simons Foundation, and other partners 
have invested $28M in a multi-year project to 
evaluate EEG and eye-tracking as potential 
biomarkers to: 

o Help define ASD subtypes that share a common 
biological phenotype 

o  Be used as markers of response in clinical trials 
focusing on social and cognitive aspects of ASD 

 
• 
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Research Domain Criteria (RDoC): 
Unpacking Diagnostic Categories 
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