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Timeline

October 2010:

— Wandering issue presented at IACC during public comments by
President of the National Autism Assocaition

— Safety committee formed to investigate wandering

November 2010:

— Consortium Formed to Study Wandering
« Jan-Feb 2011: Survey designed

« March 2011: Survey released to community
— (Parents of 1218 kids with ASD, 1076 sibs)
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Timeline

February 2011

— Letter sent to Secretary Sebelius
March 2011:

— Response received ™c

IMTERAGENEY AUTISR
CCHMERATING CORUITTEL

The | Aumtism Coordinating Conmi CC) wold like 10 bring o your stention
the issue of wandering/elopement related o ASD, a serious matier that was described in detail by
‘memsbers of the public ot the LACC meeting that ook place on Ocaober 22, 2010, This issue is
the first of several important health and safety isues that affect people with ASD, including
seclusion and restraint, bullying, shandonment, neglect, shuse, crinunal justice issues and
homelessness, that the commitiee would like 1o update you on in the coming manths.

Stories of ccidents related w childn ‘ndu.h.u.ﬂ--mun disarder (ASD)

supervised Every year, an unknaws
-:hu—urpopuew.mnsnmmxmx._nm_um-m.mu-.
result of wandering/claping or atherwise bozonsng last.

Far example, Mason Medlam was a tenacions five-year-old with boundless energy and s nasaral
inquisitivezess ahout the warkd. Mason alsc had satism and no. fmc ticzal language skills. His
family kncw that he would wandsr if given the oppartamity, so they were highly vigilant about
his safcty, installing multiple Jocks on cvery door and monioring his every mave in the house.
His mathes never slept muore than 3 foot from him bocause she was tearified that cne night be
would find bis way cut of their home and be lost 8o her Farever. =1 knew be had na concegt of
danger,” she said. ™1 knew he was o runner, and | knew he would be aitmcted io the most 2wl
angers if we didn't always know where be was.

* IALE messting af Descher 12, 1010 - Agaeds, rirtas, shies andl archived wetcast svailatle at:
bt e b gowjfwrenre)

THE SECRETARY OF MEALTH AND MUNAN SERVICES
WABMNITON, D5, M0

March 23, 2011

Thoemas B Insel, M.In

Chadr, Interagency Autism Coondisating Comimes
Drrwetar, Natiomal Instisute of Menial Helth
Mational Institutes of Health

Building 15K, Roam 107

Morth Drive

Bethesda, M 10852

Diesr Dr, Iesed:

1 am writing to extend my sincere appreciation to you and the [nteragency Autism Coondinating
Committes for your work retabed to autism spectrum disonder and your suggestions for changes.
o Feaderal antivities the Department of Health & Human Services (HHS) may wasd o consider m
accordance with the Cambating Autism Act of 2006,

L also wowld liks: io thank you For pe autisen-
related affevting the auti ity and for your i

an this issue. Imﬂmlnndm:l" i Iready taken action 10 research on.
wandering behavior by neludi I in the 207 | LACE Swraregie
mﬁxmmwmmmmm and slso mdm.ul ulumormm
coding far by e
Lkwﬂﬂlmnorﬂimw-\lw Mainiensnce Commtice, with fine] decisians
enpeetied liter this year

Pluanhwmilu-ls-ppcmmmmudhtpd foth by this Commiltee sed wil give serious
d in the Ct ‘s advisary letter. O
hnhllh{lhn Depamnnl.rm.nl: mm uucnnmlsformhdlcllonw commisment 10
efforts 1o improve the health ard well-being

of peogle with autism wmmdumﬂu

Sincerely,

(4. N
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Initial Data Presented April, 2011

Reported rates of elopement at specific ages: a comparison of children with ASD and unaffected
siblings.
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October,

ZDiZ Home

CD _' Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

2011

CDC 24/7: Saving Lives. Protecting Pecple. ™

Classification of Diseases, Functioning, and Disability

..
ICD and ICF Home

»ICD-9
ICD-10
ICD-9-CM
ICD-10-CM
ICF

Classification of Death
and Injury Resulting from
Terrarism

Morth American
Collaborating Center

Related Sites

Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services i

World Health
Organization &

MZHS Home > ICD and ICF Home

ElRecommend - 15| |9 Tweet Share

International Classification of Diseases,

Ninth Revision (ICD-9)

The International Classification of Diseases (ICD) is designed to promote international
comparability in the collection, processing, classification, and presentation of mortality statistics.

This includes providing a format for reporting causes of death on the death certificate. The
reported conditions are then translated into medical codes through use of the classification
structure and the selection and modification rules contained in the applicable revision of the 1CD,
published by the World Health Organization. These coding rules improve the usefulness of
mortality statistics by giving preference to certain categories, by consolidating conditions, and by
systematically selecting a single cause of death from a reported sequence of conditions. The single
selected cause for tabulation is called the underlying cause of death, and the other reported
causes are the nonunderlying causes of death. The combination of underlying and nonunderlying
causes is the multiple causes of death.

The ICD has been revised periodically to incorporate changes in the medical field. To date, there
have been 10 revisions of the ICD. The years for which causes of death in the United States have
been classified by each revision are as follows:

AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION
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INTERNATIONAL MEETING
FOR AUTISM RESEARCH
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October, 2012
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PEDIATRICS

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS

Occurrence and Family Impact of Elopement
in Children With Autism Spectrum Disorders

~

AUTHORS: Connie Anderson, PhD,? J. Kiely Law, MD 2 Amy WHAT’S KNOWN ON THIS SUBJECT: Anecdotal accounts suggest
Daniels, PhD,>® Catherine Rice, PhD,® David $. Mandell, elopement behavior occurs in children with autism spectrum
ScD,® Louis Hagopian, PhD " and Paul A. Law, MD, MPHz=P disorders (ASDs), that injuries and fatalities can result, and that
aKennedy Krieger Institute, Baltimore, Maryland: ®Johns Hopkins associated family burden and stress are substantial. However,

University School of Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland; “Autism there has been little research characterizing the phenomenon or
Speaks, New York, New York “National Center on Birth Defects its freq uency

and Developmental Disabilities, Centers for Disease Control and '
Prevention, Atlanta, Georgia; and eUniversity of Pennsylvania

Perelman School of Medicine, Center for Mental Health Policy and WHAT THIS STUDY ADDS: Nearly half of children with an ASD
Services Research, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. elope, and more than half of these “go missing.” Elopement is

KEY WORDS associated with autism severity, and is often goal-directed.
autism spectrum disorders, elopement, wandering Addressing elopement behavior is an important aspect of
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Wandering More Common in Autistic
Children Than Once Thought

Twelve-year-cld Connor Mcliwain is one of many children with autism who have repeatedly wandered away from
home. (Courtesy Lori Mcliwain)

Q@‘@g By LARA SALAHI {@BostonLara)
@ [IVISRENIE October 5, 2012
B
AMERICA
T —— = Lori Mcllwain, 39 of Cary, N.C,, lives in constant fear that her 12-year-old
son, Connor, who is autistic, will bolt from home or school if he is ever left

m 5 unsupervised

"You live in constant prevention mode," said Mcliwain. "You're always on

eh255
iz high alert"

AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION Fliie | | MTvest
Four years ago, Connor wandered away from a school playground and

2 3 headed right toward a busy highway.

© 2019 Auism Science Foundation, Inc. All Rights Reserved.



Anticipatory Guidance Lacking

| Elopement and Wandering Questionnaire, Section 1, Question 26
. s ) n Based on data from Jun-04-2013 (total respondents = 724)
(N Have you ever received advice or guidance from professionals about how to prevent elopement?
Copyright 2013 Kennedy Krieger Institute

Psychologist or other menkal health
Local health or disabilities agency -§

guidance about this from professionals
e

AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION
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American Academy
of Pediatrics

DEDMCATED TG THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN®
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CARING FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS: A RESOURCE TOOLKIT FOR CLINICIANS, 2ND

Wandering Off (Elopement)

What is wandering off (elopement)?

Why do children with ASDs wander off?

This is the tendency for an individual to try to leave the safety

of a responsible person’s care or a safe area, which can result in
potential harm or injury. This might include running off from
adults at school or in the community, leaving the classroom
without permission, or leaving the house when the family is not
looking. This behavior is considered common and short-lived in
toddlers, but it may persist in children and adults with autism
spectrum disorders (ASDs). Children with ASDs have challenges
with social and communication skills and safety awareness.
This makes wandering a potentially dangerous behavior.

Parents of children with ASDs report the following top 5 reasons
for wandering;

® Simple enjoyment of running or exploring
® Desire to reach a place he enjoys (such as the park)

® Trying to escape an anxious situation (like demands at
school)

® Pursuit of a special interest (as when a child fascinated by
trains heads for train tracks)

B g SR N [N D U ) B DR |

t hitp://awaare.org/docs/wanderingbrochure.pdf, and IAN Research Report: Elopement and
*Institute, Baltimore, Maryland. This information appeared originally at: www.iancommunity.org/cs/

AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION

e course of treatment or
individual circumstances,
Caring for Children With
dition. Copyright @ 2013
1 Academy of Pediatrics
1t and in no event shall

American Academy
of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN™




Other AAP initiatives

* Presentation by Dr. Susan Hyman and Dr. Susan Levy

at 2017 AAP meeting.
 Article in AAP magazine in 2017; another one planned in

2019

AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION




March, 2018: Kevin and Avonte’s Law

« Still no Appropriation for Kevin and Avonte’s Law
+ Autism “alert”
+ GPS tracking devices
* First Responder training

AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION




NATIONAL
AN AUTISM
ASSOCIATION

Wandering/Elopement in ASD
2019 Update

Lori Mcllwain IACC
National Autism Association January 2019



1338 ASD missing and
“found missing” person cases in
the U.S. since 2011,

180 reported fatalities.

NATIONAL
AUTISM
ASSOCIATION



On average: 20 cases,
2 to 3 deaths per month. Drowning
remains leading cause of death.

NATIONAL
N AUTISM
ASSOCIATION




B Non-lethal . Lethal

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018



Average Age by Year, 2011 to 2016

< All O Lethal Non-lethal

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

*Current average age for lethality, 15 %%gﬁAL
ASSOCIATION



What Increased Lethal/Injury Risk

» Residential settings, esp. those
unfamiliar, near water

» Times of transition, disruption

» Heightened response to stress

» Caregiver/staff distracted

» Commotion, esp. during

holidays/family gatherings
» Longer Search Time

» Police unaware, unprepared

NATIONAL
L“‘I AUTISM
ASSOCIATION



01/12/2019, 04:14am

Autistic woman, reported
missing, dies after being found
in creek

Last Week
Wendy M. Lippard | Kendall County sheriff's office
By Sun-Times Wire email f
NATIONAL
B Y AUTISM
A woman with autism died Thursday following a five-hour police search that led to her rescue ASSOCIATION

from a creek in west suburban Bristol.



Body found in pond confirmed
as missing Texas City child with
autism, officials say

By Andy Cerota - Anchor/Reporter, Jacob Rascon - Anchor-Reporter, Brittany Taylor - Digital News
Editor, Daniela Sternitzky-Di Napoli - Digital Mews Producer, Sofia Ojeda - Anchor/Reparter

Posted: 4:53 PM, January 06, 2019
Updated: 11:34 AM, January 09, 2019

Two weeks ago

NATIONAL
TEXAS CITY, Texas - A body found in a pond has been identified as a boy with autism N AUTISM

b : i - ASSOCIATION
who recently went missing in Texas City, officials said Tuesday.




Maddox Ritch, who disappeared from park,
died from accidental drowning

The Gastonia Police Department in North Carolina said no criminal charges will be filed.

The FBI has joined in on the search for 6 year

Notable Recent Cases old Maddox Ritch. Gastonia Palice Dept.




Missing 9-year-old safe with parents on the way to
hospital; asked for pizza

by Taylor Johnson | Wednesday, Movember 7th 2018

UPDATE: 12:40 p.m.

The Pittsylvania County Sheriff's Office said Andrew Yarboro was
located Wednesday morning in the 6000 block of Strawberry Road in
Chatham, about 1.4 miles away from his home.

They said he had scratches on his back and was very tired, but
appeared to be okay.

He was being treated by EMS, helping with the search, when
searchers and the boy's father said he got away from them again.




Body pulled from Genesee River identified
as Trevyan Rowe

By Spectrum News Staff | Rochester
PUBLISHED March 12, 2018 @4:16 PM

e@POO0O0DOO

ROCHESTER N.Y. — Rochester Police say the body recovered from the

Genesee River Sunday has been identified as 14-year-old Trevyan Rowe.

Police say they found the body near the Frederick Douglass-Susan B.
Anthony Memorial Bridge. They say tips made to the department focused

their search efforts along the river in that section.

"State police responded because they have a responsibility for the express
way, were unable to find anything," Ciminelli said. "In tracking this back, our
investigators located one of the individuals who called and they pointed out
the location where they had seen the person standing and in fact | think this

individual met with our scuba squad to try to pinpoint the location."

Rowe was last seen leaving School No. 12 Thursday morning. His family says
they did not know he was missing until he did not get off the bus with his
sister later that afternoon. They say Rowe is autistic and may have been

upset when he walked away after getting off the bus Thursday morning.




4

'He said he was going to kill
himself': Trevyan Rowe's history
of red flags needed support

IF THE 14-YEAR-OLD HAD A HISTORY OF SUICIDAL THREATS AND MENTAL HEALTH ARREST, IT'S
FAIR TO ASK IF HE GOT THE INSTITUTIONAL AND FAMILIAL HELP HE NEEDED.

Justin Murphy and

Steve Orr, Democrat and Chronicle

Published 12:44 p.m. ET March 18, 2078 | Updated 9:38 a.m. ET March 19, 2018




Wandering & Autism:

The need for data and resources
Lori Mcliwain | Wendy Fournier

NATIONAL AUTISM ASSOCIATION | INTERAGENCY AUTISM COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING | 10.22.10

IACC Impact:

* April 2010: NAA statement on
wandering

* October 2010: NAA IACC
presentation on wandering

* April 2011: IAN data

Data created incredible amount of

awareness, opened door for resources.

NATIONAL
AUTISM
ASSOCIATION



NAA Program Impact:

Nearly 50,000 NAA Big Red Safety
Boxes shipped across the U.S.

e Over $100,000 provided to agencies
for tracking technology by NAA

* Ongoing training for agencies,

families and service professionals

* No current funding for agency

resources, tracking and training

NATIONAL
L“" AUTISM
ASSOCIATION



Prevention is Essential.

Not

Helpful Helpful Very Helpful
Door/Window Alarms 204, 199 789%
Adhesive Stop Signs 129 389 50%
Safety Alert Wristband 159, 6% 499%
Safety Alert Window Clings 6% 930 61%
Personalized ID Tags 89, 280 B4%
BeREDy Booklet 20, 359 62%
Child ID Kit from the National Center for
Missing & Exploited Children 3% 35% 63%

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION



Missing Saratoga boy located with Project Lifesaver

9-year-old with autism was wearing bracelet transmitter

By Rachel Silberstein Updated 6:00 pm EDT, Saturday, September 29, 2018

M f ¥ ¢ & & &




Gaston County Sheriff’s Office sees spike in Project Lifesaver requests after
search for Maddox Ritch
F

- ]
NEW AT 11:00

“ 'DEVICE CAPABLE OF TRACKING MISSING PEOPLE rg)

| COUNTY SEEING UPTICK IN REQUESTS FOR TECHNOLOGY

’fw \“‘ . ’. 4 \ ey \

-
Device capable of tracking missing people

By Alex Giles | October 1, 2018 at 8:28 PM EST - Updated October 1 at 10:56 PM

GASTONIA, NC (WBTV) - In the wake of a community-wide tragedy, more and more people are
requesting to be a part of a potentially life-saving program used to find missing persons.



Too many counties still carry age exclusions.
Funding for autism and other disabilities needed.

How to obtain a Bracelet:

Eligibilityistr/Age 60 or olderistSaginaw County residentsteSuffering from a
dementia related iliness

Contactistr'Saginaw County Commission on Aging at (989) 797-6880
oristr1-866-763-6336

Processisteinitial Assessment from a Commission on Aging caseworker to
determine eI|g|b|I|ty stOnce approved, client will be set up with the
Lifesaver Bracelet.ist»Staff will make monthly in-home visits to ensure
equipment is working properly.

NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION



ALZHEIMER'S INITIATIVES

. . ) L. ) R . DOWNLOADS HELPFUL LINKS
With more than 5 million Americans currently living with Alzheimer's disease and approximately 500,000 new
cases of this disease emerging each year, projections pronounce that there could be as many as 16 million
Americans that will have Alzheimer's by 2050. To help law enforcement protect this special population, IACP's Pocket Card: 10 Signs & Steps >
Alzheimer’s Initiatives program is committed to helping first responders improve their knowledge and skills to
safeguard this special population. Guide to Voluntary Registry Systems ?
A STATE‘BY‘STATE GUIDE TO: Identifying and Helping Drivers 3
Missing Senior/Adult Public Alert Systems Tt ctem ;
Program Qverview Brochure b

choose astate v
|0 & Evaluate the At-Risk Older Adult »

Evaluative Questions to Ask Caregivers  »

|ACP Model Policy H
' Concepts and Issues Paper »
Training Key »
Locative Technologies 101 >
Podcast: Alzheimer's Initiatives b

Post Card: Alzheimer's - Do's and Don'ts  »

Post Card: Alzheimer's - Senior Drivers >



5.4 million Americans
of all ages currently have
Alzheimer’s disease. That could be
as many as 16 million by 2050.*

Alzheimer’s

It’s not a question of if law enforcement
will be dealing with persons with
Alzheimer’s disease, but rather when
and how we’ll respond.

L

First responders need to become skilled at effective interactions
with people with Alzheimer’s disease:

113 9.9 143 949
Do’s Don’ts
= Introduce yourself and explain you are = Don’t take comments personally

there to help = Don’t correct the person

= Remain calm, smile, and use a friendly

i = Don’t approach from behind without

warning
= Speak slowly and ask simple questions

= Check for a tracking device or MedicAlert ID

= Change the topic to something pleasant
if the person becomes agitated

= Don’t argue
= Don’t touch without asking/explaining

= Don’t repeat a question too many times
as it may provoke agitation

= Provide security and comfort
(i.e. blanket, water, or someplace to sit)

To help law enforcement protect this special population, IACP’s Alzheimer’s Initiatives program is committed
to helping first responders improve their knowledge and skills, and interact appropriately with persons with
Alzheimer’s disease and their families and caregivers.

For more information, please visit: www.theiacp.org/alzheimers. .

To request additional postcards for your dep , please email alzhei iacp.org.

alzheimer’s % association’

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF CHIEFS OF POLICE
515 North Washington Street
Alexandria, VA 22314




Summary

» Wandering/elopement is still an urgent
issue in need of federal support

» Less notifications to NCMEC due to age,
but more cases overall

» Maijor differences in Alzheimer’s versus
autism, but similar resources needed

» Increase in average age of lethal cases

» More agencies requesting training,
especially centered on interaction

» Mental health and other conditions
adding complexity to the issue, more
discussion needed

NATIONAL
AUTISM
ASSOCIATION



NATIONAL
AUTISM
ASSOCITATION

LORI McILWAIN
National Autism AssociationistsiP: 877.622.2884 Wandering/Elopement
lori@nationalautism.or .
; in ASD: 2019 Update
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Bureau of Justice Assistance

BUREAU OF JUSTICE ASSISTANCE

The Justice and Mental Health
Portfolio

Maria Fryer
Policy Analyst for Mental Health and
Substance Addiction

Programs, Policy Initiatives and Improved Responses




Today’s Discussion:

IMPROVING RESPONSES TO PEOPLE
WITH AUTISM/IDD AND ALZHEIMER’S
DISEASE

THE JUSTICE AND MENTAL HEALT
COLLABORATION PROGRAM

OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT
INITIATIVES THAT BUILD

COLLABORATION AND IMPROVE
RESPONSE Bursay of Justce Assssance



LE Enhanced Prevention and Response to Vulnerable Populations BJA

BJA's role is to assist law enforcement at
the state, tribal and local levels:
Programs and Initiatives that provide the
foundation to operationalize Kevin and
Avonte’'s Law. What have we learned?
And, How can we build this together?



Improving Response to People with IDD

National Center on Criminal Justice &
Disability (NCCJD) and Serving Safely

« NCCJD: In 2013, BJA recognized the need to take a closer
look at the prevalence of people with IDD in the Justice
System and through the National Arc, the Pathways to
Justice Program was established.

« Serving Safely: In 2017, BJA recognized the need to
increase products and services to support law enforcement
in their response to people with MHD and IDD and the first
National Center, focusing on the delivery of expert TTA in
both areas, was established.



National Center on Criminal Justice &
Disability (NCCJD)

* Created in 2013 with funding from Bureau of Justice
Assistance

» Advocates at the intersection of criminal justice reform
and the advancement of disability rights

— Serve as a bridge connecting the criminal justice and
disability worlds

— Build capacity to respond to gaps in existing services



Why Pathways to Justice?

Victims/Witnesses Suspects/Defendants

v" Not considered credible v" Account for mental state
witnesses (competency)

v’ Targeted for victimization v’ “Cloak of competence”

v’ Difficulties reporting v’ Eager to please

v’ Confuse actions for v" High risk for false confessions
friendship v’ Confused about who is

v" Lack of inclusive services responsible

Achieve with us.



Disability Response Teams

Multidisciplinary Teams of Community

Stakeholders

Chapters of
The Arc
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Groups
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U.S. Department of Justice
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Serving Safely: The National Initiative to Enhance Policing for

BJA

Bureau of Justice Assistance
U.S. Department of Justice

Persons with Mental lliness and IDD

Facilitate greater access to
mental illnesses (MI) and
intellectual developmental
disabilities (IDD) training,
technical assistance, resources,
research, and subject-matter
experts to enhance practice

Equip police and their service

Build and support a national
community of practice

Promote a no-wrong-door
approach to MI/IDD training
and technical assistance

Contributions to the Field

wide range of response models

Streamline access to other
BJA- and federally-funded
MUI/IDD training and resources

Identify gaps and recommend
an agenda to inform future
police-oriented MI/IDD
research

Practical Benefits to Your Agency

Ensure safe interactions with
persons with MI/IDD

Facilitate clear and effective
communication between your
agency, MI/IDD service
providers, and community
stakeholders

Identify partnership strategies

§ partners with tangible tools and

2 |knowledge to safely respond to and models to r?fer MIIDD
= |and resolve incidents involving = T : cases to professionals and
O |persons with MI/IDD pose police agencies to a community supports rather

than jail, when appropriate

Promote the destigmatization
of MI/IDD across your agency
and in community

Support planning, deployment,
tactics training, and other
operational priorities through
the use of data and technology




The National Initiative to Enhance Policing for Persons with Mental llinesses and

Developmental Disabilities

Serving Safely

-Local law enforcement is most effective when it has the necessary
guidance and tools to ensure the safety of all residents, particularly
those who come into contact with the system at higher rates,” said Ron
Serpas, Retired Police Chief and Professor of Practice at Loyola
University, New Orleans.

“‘Smart initiatives like Serving Safely will be an invaluable source to any
department committing to building and maintaining trust between law
enforcement and the communities they serve.”

To Request Technical Assistance:
www.vera.org/projects/serving-safely/training-and-technical-assistance



http://www.vera.org/projects/serving-safely/training-and-technical-assistance

The JIMHCP Program

The Justice and Mental Health Collaboration
Program (JMHCP) supports innovative cross-
system collaboration to improve responses and
outcomes for individuals with mental illnesses or
co-occurring mental health and substance abuse
who come into contact with the justice system.



The JIMHCP Program

Grantees in Category 1,
2 and 3

Nearly 122 million dollars in grants to 29
482 Awardees from across the nation ’\\
Representing 49 states and two U.S. o
territories, American Samoa and Guam s

JMHCP also provides resources for unfunded communities
with Training and Technical Assistance.



The JMHCP Program

« Category 1: Collaborative County Approaches

» |D and train stakeholders, SIM mapping, service gap analysis, data
collection, process evaluation, validated screening and assessment,
connections to treatment.

« Category 2: Law Enforcement Strategies

= Law enforcement response model, review of policies and procedures,
MOUs with behavioral health, baseline data, peer to peer learning.

« Category 3: Implementation and Expansion

* Enhancing Law Enforcement, Courts, Pretrial, Corrections, direct
services, wrap around services.



Law Enforcement Initiatives

The Law Enforcement-Mental Health Learning Sites

The sites serve as national learning sites to expand knowledge, by providing peer-to-peer

learning for law enforcement agencies; and respond to technical assistance requests from
the field.

1. Arlington (MA) Police Department* 6. Madison County (TN) Sheriff's Office*
2. Houston (TX) Police Department 7. Portland (ME) Police Department

3. Jackson County (OH) Sheriff's 8. Salt Lake City (UT) Police Department

Office* 9. Tucson (AZ) Police Department*

4. Los Angeles (CA) Police Department 10. University of Florida Police

5. Madison (WI) Police Department Department



Online and Mobile Resources for Law Enforcement BJ

Bureau of Justic tance
U.S. Departmen stice

P PMHC

Police-Mental Health Collaboration

The Police-Mental Health Collaboration Toolkit provides resources for law enforcement agencies to partner with mental
health providers to effectively respond to calls for service, improve outcomes for people with mental illness, and
advance the safety of all.

A comprehensive online reference that provides resources for law enforcement agencies
to partner with mental health providers to effectively respond to calls for service, improve
outcomes for people with mental illnesses, and advance the safety of all.

www.bja.gov/pmhc


www.bja.gov/pmhc

Police-Mental Health Collaboration Framework BJA

Draws upon the experience of
most advanced PMHCs in the
nation

Articulates the core components
of a comprehensive and robust
PMHC that can produce
improvements in communitywide
outcomes

Shifts the focus away from stand-
alone training or small-scale
programs/teams toward
agencywide collaborative
responses and metrics-driven
performance management

Leadership

Commitment

Review &
Improve
Performance

Collect &
Analyze Data

Core Metrics
Increased
connections to
resources

Fewer arrests

Reduced repeat
encounters

Reduced use of
force

Resources

and Service
Connections

IISDp lmelfJ

Policies &
Procedures

Quality
Training




The Stepping Up Initiative



https://youtu.be/CcecllWKDB4

The Stepping Up Initiative

THE

U P Almost 461 counties across 43 states have committed to
reduce the number of people with mental illnesses in jails.

Map data £2018 Google, INEGI  Terms of Use




Guidance for Implementing The Stepping Up Initiative BJA

Bureau of Justice Assistance
U.S. Department of Justice

The Six Questions Guide

JANUARY 2017

Reducing the Number of People Is our leadership committed?
with Mental llinesses in Jail
Six Questions County Leaders Need to Ask

Risé Haneberg, Dr. Tony Fabelo, Dr. Fred Dsher, and Michael Thampson

Do we conduct timely screening and
assessments?

Introduction
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Have we conducted a comprehensive
process analysis & inventory of services?

Have we prioritized policy, practice, and
funding improvements?
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Implementing the Six Questions and Getting Guidance

Bureau of Justice Assistance
U.S. Department of Justice

Project Coordinator’s
Handbook

Online County Self-
Assessment

Series of

Briefs

Reducing the Number of People with
Mental llinesses in Jail: Six Questions
County Leaders Need to Ask

The Project Coordinator's Handbook

Chwng a Srapping Up Project Coordinator
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INITTIATIVE

Welcome

The Stepping Up County Self-Assessment is designed to assist
counties participating in the Stepping Up initiative or other counties
intertested in evaluating the status of their current efforts to reduce
the prevalence of people with mental illnesses in jails and in
determining their needs for training and technical assistance to Password
advance their work.

Create Your Account -
Login

Sign In

E-Mail Address

up
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Thiz brief focuses on implementing a metal hasith screening and
assesgmant process, speciicaly to identify the number of people
booked into jzils who have sarious mental ilinesses {SMIL While
implementing this process may elso identify pacple who have less
seriows mentzl ilnesses and other behavioral health needs who may
require treatment while in jail, this brief is focused on identifying the
penpia who keve SMI because this populstion tends to represant
the grastest draw on scarce behavioral hasith and social srvice
resownas.” Determining the prevalence of people who hava SMIin
jaits will alow counties to develop o refine a stretegic plan that will
have the greatest impect on addressing this population’s neads.

WHY IT'S IMPORTANT

To reduce the number of people wha have SMI in jaiks, counties
need to have a clear and accurate understanding of the size of

the population that has SMI. Prior to being booked into jail, some
people who have SMI may never have been diagnosad and may
be unawere of their mental Tiness, while others may have been
diagnosed with & mantsl diness end recaived but discontinued
tregtment. Screening end Essessment e essantial to identifying
who should be connacted or reconnected to services and trestment
o address their behavioral health neads, which may akso decraase
the kelhood that they retumn to jail. Having this informetion wil
make counties better able to determine the tnastment resources
rexquired to address this population’s behavioral haaith needs.
Maregver, having the ability to accurstely and consistently identify
the mumiber of people wha have SMI will help counties to track
progress toward their goals.

WHY IT'S CHALLENGING
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Implementing a scresning and ssessment process cen be difficult, especially for counties
the staff, tools, and peocadures in placa to systematically conduct these activities. il are
‘with many people being released in less than 48 hours, thens i fitthe time to complete soree




Enhanced Prevention and Response to Vulnerable Populations

Going Forward:

 Exploring what has been done: what works, what
doesn’t work

e What do we know/ don’t know?

 Gapsin knowledge

* @Gapsin service

* How can we leverage what we have and help each
other?



Resources and Handouts

Additional Resources:

Justice and Mental Health Resources list
Law Enforcement-Mental Health Resources
Justice and Mental Health Program Brief
Serving Safely one-pager

PMHC/Effective Community Responses P-C
Pathways to Justice Handout and Information




Contact Information:

Maria C. Fryer.....Maria.Fryer@usdoj.gov
Thank you!


mailto:Fryer..�Maria.Fryer@usdoj
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National Center for Missing & Exploited Children

= Foundedin 1984

= Nonprofit, non-governmental organization

= National resource center for families, law
enforcement and other professionals

= Assistance to more than 18,000 law
enforcement agencies

= Headquartered in Virginia, with regional
offices in California, Florida, New York and
Texas

Learn more at missingkids.org



https://missingkids.org

NCMEC Data & Autism: What Have We Learned?

Data reported to NCMEC: January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2016

* 952 children with autism reported missing to NCMEC
* A majority of missing children with autism were male (74%)
* Endangered Runaways made up 61% of intaked cases of children with autism

* The second most common case type was the Lost, Injured or Otherwise Missing
(20%).
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Additional NCMEC Data

Recovery time:

= 48% of children with autism reported missing to NCMEC were recovered within one
day of going missing

= 74% were recovered within one week

Deceased children:

* 43 missing children with autism were recovered deceased (4% of the total 952).
* 72% of the time, manner of death was described as accidental

e For 65% of deceased missing children with autism, drowning was listed as the official
cause of death.

Data reported to NCMEC: January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2016

(P




Texas City, TX - 2019




NCMEC’s Response




Building Awareness

Law Enforcement Checklist, Questionnaire, Search Considerations

Call Center Protocol -

AUTISM
WANDERING TIPS

“Train the Trainer”

Awareness materials and publications

Focus Group

Sensory Friendly First Responder Event

* Know chidren who wander may be rasiiens.

Partnerships and Trainings




Notifications

NEXT DOOR

(P




Lafayette, LA - 2018
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Team Adam Consultants

Team Adam will deploy on cases of missing children with special needs

»Specialized Team Adam search personnel may also deploy

Quickly provide law enforcement with the following recommendations:

» Investigative measures
o Sex Offenders/Attempted Abductions
»Search and rescue measures

> Recovery and reunification measures - 1CRW
> Other supporting resources ‘ e
B . | RESPONSE
o Families: Victim Services Support referrals SYSTEM




Team Adam & CART Initiative
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Sensory Friendly First Responder Events

How to Host a Sensory Friendly First Responder
Event for Children with Au

st Rk
MISSING &
EXPLOITED
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According to survey data published in the journal Pediatrics, nearly half of families reported their children with autism wandered or
eloped from safe environments. And more than a third of the children who wandered were unable to communicate their name and/
or address. Finding and safely recovering a missing child with autism presents unique and difficult challenges for families, law
enforcement, first responders and search teams. This running away of wandering behavior puts these children at risk of accidental
drowning, traffic injury and other dangers. As police, fire and EMS personnel are often the first to respond in these situations, it is
important that autistic children are comfortable with the various types of first responders, and not fearful or overwhelmed by their
presence.

The goal of hosting a sensory friendly event s to familiarize children with autism to the sights and sounds associated with different
types of law enforcement, fire and rescue units. This includes introducing them to police officers, firefighters and EMS personnel,
demonstrating how different equipment looks, functions and sounds, and other things they may see in the case of a wandering
incident, like special K-9 teams. Making these resources more familiar may help alleviate some of the fears children may associate
with rescuers and rescue situations.

Find the right partners- If you have a school for children with autism in your community, approach them to see if
they'd like to participate. Check with public schools and other communiity groups to find programs for children
autism. Approach local law enforcement/fire rescue through crime prevention or community policing units to see if
theyd like to be part of the event.

2 @ Assemble a plannii ittee- Determine a date, time and agenda for the event. Find out from the school/
p personnel if they and sirens, or ifthey wish to keep it more low key for the kids. Arrange
to have Child IDs provided that include maps of existing hazards, including water. Distribute NCMEC Autism Wandering
Tips to participating students and families.

Keep it simple- Sometimes less is more, especially with a population that can be overwhelmed with too much

stimulation. Make sure the assets are positioned in a way it's easy for kids to access and not too much for the
experience.

Publicize the event- Let local media know, and follow-up, so the event gets gaod coverage. Make sure the hast
school/community group has obtained signed permiission slips from students’ parents or guardians before
posting any photographs or videos of students.

Mobilize social media- Letting your followers know what's happening is a great way to spread the word. And
remember, a picture is worth a thousand words.

Observe what works- The kids will let you know their favorite parts. At one event, a custom police microphone might
be a big hit, but could over stimulate children at another event. Children with autism actively engage all five of their
senses in order to process the scene. Ensure that if they reach out to touch something, it’s not toa hat, sharp, or toxic if
they then taste it.

7. @ Malke the event a | i first they may not have a lot of experience

dealing with children with special needs, 5o it may be new to many of them. Gather the first responders on the day of
the event and ask an administrator from the school/community group to share some of the coping behaviors that may
be observed while interacting with the kids.

Get feedback- Once the event is over, talk to parents and teachers to find out how the kids reacted. You'll want to
gather as much feedback as possible to make the next event an even bigger success!

Be ready for different responses from the kids- Having adequate support from teachers and aides help manage the
kids and keep the event on track.

10. Thank who partici It takes fonand.c
partners, you can have a great and memorable event for the kids.

COPYRIGHT © 2017 NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING & EXPLOITED CHILDREN. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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to pull off an event like this. With the right
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o m How to Host a Sensory Friendly First Responder
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WHAT S$YMBOL-SUPPORTED RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE WHAT SYMBOL-SUPPORTED RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE
TO PREPARE FOR THE EVENT? TO USE DURING THE EVENT?

Vocabulary Strips, Helper Bingo, Sensory C icati e i y Boards - Consider providing

Board, ication Board, Word i communication and sensory symbal-supports thraughout the

and the First Responders social narrative - Consider event. Have laminated familiar supports available for attendees

providing symbol-supported materials to teachers and 1o use for recipracal understanding and leaming. Any of the

event facilitators 30 days before the event for planning, symbol-supported materials teachers and facilitators have used

review, completion, and instruction for planning could be helpful, but specifically the Sensary Scales
and communication boards may need to be readily available on
the day of the event.

WHAT $YMBOL-SUPPORTED RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE TO PROCESS AND DISCUSS AFTER THEEVENT?

Participant Survey - Encourage all attendees ta complete the 2-page Participant Survey with trusted adults and return to a central
location or contact person for compiling. Make a plan to share the results of the survey and your observation of what worked with
the original planning team for future events

p Thi bol-supported Paragraph Completion activity assists attendees with processing and
internalizing the lessons taught that day.

The Class Newspaper Activity - This small or large group discussion activity template is designed to help event attendees leam from
each other and have dizlogue about their experiences. Consider copying, binding, and classroom publishing a completed work that
remains a constant in a classroom library or home reading collection.

The Personal Story Activity - This activity helps event attendees define, articulate, and process their personal thoughts and expe-
riences from the day’s events. If laminated and bound as a book, this can be a self-published work by an individual student that is
kept. re-read, and shared with home care providers.

any printed materials or digital PDFs to first responders, parent, caregivers, media,
effectively to children with autism during a safety event.

All Symbol Materials - Di
and with the goal of

COPYRIGHT © 2017 NATIONAL CENTER FOR MISSING & EXPLOITED CHILDREN. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
SymbolStix © 2017 SymbolStix, LLC. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
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OTHER RISKS




Case lllustrations




Children with Autism in Foster Care

* Fifteen percent of reported children with autism were missing from
foster care. They were more likely to be Endangered Runaways (79%)
and older teens (a mean age of 15)

e A little over half (54%) of children with autism who were missing
from group or foster care were recovered within a week after they
went missing.

Data reported to NCMEC: January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2016




Results: “Train the Trainer” State Trooper Participant




Thank you! Questions?

Leemie Kahng-Sofer
Missing Children Division
1-877-446-2632 ext. 2161

u @Nlissinglds cmfc.missingkids.org ﬁ P—

1-800-THE-LOST®

Points of view or opinions expressed in this webinar are those of the presenter(s) and do not necessarily represent the official
position or policies of OJJIDP or the U.S. Department of Justice.
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For more resources please visit
MissingKids.org

G0

#MissingKids

For complete copyright and grant information, visit MissingKids.com/Legal
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