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                    NICHD researchers identify neurons that prevent sensory overload
               
                    NICHD Science Update

                    August 2, 2018

                    NICHD researchers studied the startle reflex of zebrafish in response to a sudden loud noise, and how this reflex is muted when another sound is delivered a second before a target sound.  This muted startle response, prepulse inhibition, is also seen in people. The researchers identified two clusters of neurons that are responsible for prepulse inhibition, which are close to the group of cells responsible for the startle reflex in fish. These clusters of neurons prevent sound information from reaching those cells, thereby preventing sensory overload.
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                    Presidential Proclamation on the Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 2018
               
                    White House

                    July 25, 2018

                    A presidential proclamation was issued in celebration of the 28th anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The proclamation reaffirms the commitment to create opportunities for all Americans to live full and independent lives and to recognize the contributions of Americans with disabilities. This proclamation declared July 26, 2018 as a day of celebration.
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                    Inflammation in Pregnant Moms Linked to Child’s Brain Development
               
                    NIMH Science Update

                    July 24, 2018

                    NIMH-funded researchers have linked high levels of maternal inflammation during pregnancy to reduced brain circuit communications and altered long-distance brain wiring at birth, poorer cognitive functioning at one year, and reduced impulse control and working memory at two years. Deficient working memory is thought to be key to “executive functions.” Researchers measured pregnant mothers’ blood levels of an inflammatory messenger and conducted neuroimaging and behavioral assessments of their children. Children whose mothers had higher levels of inflammatory messengers showed sped-up growth in the long-distance wiring pathway, which predicted poorer cognitive outcomes at age one which are often seen in autism. 
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                    NIMH Science Update

                    July 17, 2018

                    Participants with ASD underwent a fMRI while they played a picture puzzle game. They did not know that the activity of their social brain circuitry controlled the game. Following the game sessions, scans while the brain was at rest showed increased connectivity between two key networks of the social brain that are compromised in ASD.
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                    JAMA Pediatrics

                    July 9, 2018

                    An analysis of the 2016 National Survey of Children’s Health found that approximately 30 percent of children aged 9 to 35 months received a parent-completed developmental screening and about 37 percent received developmental surveillance from a healthcare professional in the past year. Screening rates vary widely across states and overall remain low.
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                    CMS released a four-page informational bulletin in response to the January joint report from the HHS Office of Inspector General, Administration for Community Living, and Office for Civil Rights that found state officials were not informed or failed to respond to abuse, neglect, exploitation, and untimely death in group homes for people with developmental disabilities. The bulletin addresses one of the three suggestions made to CMS, which was to implement oversight programs. CMS encourages states to adopt a standardized definition of "critical incident" or situations that warrant reporting. States are also urged to utilize the January report's suggestions for best practices when conducting audits of incident management systems, mortality reviews, and quality oversight.
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                    Highlighting Services and Effectiveness Research at NIMH
               
                    National Institute of Mental Health

                    June 26, 2018

                    In his latest Director's Message, Dr. Joshua Gordon discusses the variety of research that is being conducted at NIMH to meet the vision of understanding mental illness and transforming treatment. He first outlines initiatives aimed at identifying those in need, which includes NIMH's ServeASD program.  ServeASD supports efforts to develop and study the effectiveness of early screening programs as well as testing intervention and services among transitioning youth. Dr. Gordon also discusses delivering the highest level of care to populations diagnosed with schizophrenia, anxiety, and other mental health disorders.
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                    A Milestone for Community Living: Reflecting on 19 Years of Olmstead
               
                    Administration for Community Living Blog

                    June 22, 2018

                    Dr. Lance Robertson, the ACL Administrator and Assistant Secretary for Aging, celebrates the nineteenth anniversary of the Supreme Court decision in Olmstead v. L.C. that decided that people with disabilities cannot be unnecessarily segregated into institutions and must receive care in the most integrated setting possible. This setting allowed more community, school, and workplace supports to become more available. This year also marks the 40th anniversary of the creation of ACL's National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research and the Title VII Independent Living Programs.

                
  
            


            
            
                
                 
                    [image: NIH Logo]
                  
                   
                    New trans-NIH consortium aims to advance pediatric research on a global level
               
                    National Institutes of Health

                    June 13, 2018

                    The National Institutes of Health has formed the Trans-NIH Pediatric Research Consortium to coordinate global pediatric research across its 27 institutes and centers. This consortium will advance existing efforts to address issues that affect child health and well-being, including autism and intellectual and developmental disabilities. 
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                    Inherited Variations in Noncoding Sections of DNA Associated with Autism
               
                    National Institute of Mental Health, Science Update

                    May 30, 2018

                    A new study identified an association between rare structural variants in noncoding segments of genes inherited from fathers and autism in their children. Researchers studied 829 families, including 880 individuals with autism, without genetic mutations that have been previously linked to autism. They studied the contribution of these noncoding variants, called cis-regulatory elements (CRE-SVs), and found that when fathers passed on these variants there was an association with autism in their children. This association was not found when the variants were passed on by mothers.
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                    Latest CDC Autism Prevalence Data Among Children Aged 8 Years
               
                    The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring Network

                    April 26, 2018

                    The CDC published its latest autism prevalence estimates based on the Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring (ADDM) Network, an active surveillance system that provides estimates of the prevalence and characteristics of ASD among children aged 8 years residing in 11 ADDM Network sites in the United States.
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                    IACC Chair Blogs About Autism Awareness Month
               
                    Dr. Joshua Gordon, Director, NIMH and Chair, Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee

                    April 19, 2018

                    April is Autism Awareness month. Here at NIMH, autism is a year-round priority. We've been busy on multiple fronts, from keeping track of existing programs, to planning the next set of initiatives, to working with our federal and public partners to ensure coordination of efforts. We are working hard because we know individuals with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and their families are counting on us.
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                    2017 Summary of Advances Highlights Major Autism Research Findings
               
                    Office of Autism Research Coordination

                    April 18, 2018

                    The 2017 Summary of Advances provides short, plain language summaries of the top 20 research articles selected by the IACC. The studies selected for 2017 have provided new insight into potential biomarkers to predict risk of autism spectrum disorder (ASD), developmental trajectories of children with ASD, and the impact of the various prenatal exposures on ASD risk.
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                    Presidential Proclamation: World Autism Awareness Day, 2018
               
                    President Donald J. Trump 

                    Sunday, April 2, 2018

                    World Autism Awareness Day is an opportunity to recognize and support all children and adults with autism spectrum disorder (ASD).  Today, millions of adults and an estimated 1 out of every 68 children in the United States have been diagnosed with some form of ASD.
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                    U.N. Secretary-General Statement for World Autism Awareness Day 2018
               
                    UN Secretary‑General António Guterres

                    March 29, 2018

                    This year's observance highlights the importance of empowering women and girls with autism.  They face multiple challenges, including barriers to accessing education and employment on an equal footing with others, denial of their reproductive rights and the freedom to make their own choices and a lack of involvement in policymaking on matters that concern them.
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                    A South Carolina CIL Leads the Way on Employment for Youth with Disabilities
               
                    Administration for Community Living

                    March 27, 2018

                    Able South Carolina is a Center for Independent Living that has been awarded a Partnerships in Employment (PIE) Systems Change Grant from the ACL. Able South Carolina launched a pilot program to provide students with intellectual and developmental disabilities the opportunity to get work experience during high school and works to educate employers. 
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                    SSA Seeks Input on Representative Payee Determinations for Beneficiaries
               
                    Administration for Community Living

                    March 27, 2018

                    The Social Security Administration is seeking input on their Representative Payment Program to improve SSA's ability to identify beneficiaries who can direct the management of their own benefits. The deadline for input is April 6, 2018.
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                    Kevin and Avonte's Law Signed into Law
               
                    Senate Committee on the Judiciary

                    March 23, 2018

                    Congress passed bipartisan legislation to help families locate missing loved ones with Alzheimer's disease, autism and related conditions.  Kevin and Avonte's Law (S. 2070), named in honor of two boys with autism who perished after wandering from safety, also supports training for caregivers to prevent and respond to instances of wandering.
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                    NIMH's Dr. Ann Wagner Designated as the National Autism Coordinator
               
                    National Institute of Mental Health

                    February 28, 2018

                    U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar has designated Ann E. Wagner, Ph.D., as the National Autism Coordinator. In this role, Dr. Wagner will play a vital role in ensuring the implementation of national autism spectrum disorder (ASD) research, services, and support activities across federal agencies. 
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                    PCPID Releases Report on Direct Support Workforce
               
                    Administration for Community Living

                    February 14, 2018

                    The President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities (PCPID) has released its 2017 report, America's Direct Support Workforce Crisis: Effects on People with Intellectual Disabilities, Families, Communities and the U.S. Economy. This report reports on how direct support professionals (DSP) promote participation on the U.S. economy and explores the high turnover rate of DSPs.
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                    Two New Funding Opportunities for Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects Program
               
                    Administration for Community Living

                    February 12, 2018

                    Two new grant opportunities have been announced by NIDILRR. One of which promotes disability and rehabilitation research on college and career success for students with serious mental illness or traumatic brain injury.
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                    RAISE Family Caregivers Act Signed into Law.
Press Release | Autism Speaks Article
               
                    The White House

                    January 22, 2018

                    On Monday, January 22, 2018, the President signed into law: H.R. 3759.
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                    Intramural Researchers Develop Suicide Risk Screening Toolkit for Medical Settings
               
                    National Institute of Mental Health

                    January 12, 2018

                    This press release is related to a presentation from the October 2017 IACC Meeting.

                    This toolkit includes a set of screening questions that can help nurses or physicians in medical settings successfully identify youth at risk for suicide.
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                    Grant Opportunities Announced for NIDILRR Field Initiated Projects: Minority-Serving Institutions
               
                    Administration for Community Living

                    December 18, 2017

                    Two new grant opportunities from NIDLRR have been announced under the Field Initiated Projects program to enhance the ability of minority serving entities to conduct disability and rehabilitation research.
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                    Department Issues New Q&A on Free Appropriate Public Education following Supreme Court Decision
               
                    Department of Education

                    December 7, 2017

                    The Department of Education has released a document answering questions about the unanimous U.S. Supreme Court decision on Endrew F. v. Douglas County School District, which clarified the definition of a free appropriate public education (FAPE) under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). This document provides an overview of the case, clarifies the definition of FAPE, and provides considerations for the implementation of IEPs.
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                    CMCS Releases CAHPS Data on Experiences of Medicaid Enrollees with Disabilities
               
                    Administration for Community Living

                    November 21, 2017

                    The Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services (CMCS) has released the results of their survey on adults aged 18 and older enrolled in Medicaid between October 2013 and December 2013. The survey provides information on state-by-state access, barriers to care, and experiences prior to the expansion of coverage on January 1, 2014.
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                    ODEP Selects 18 States for FY18 Employment First State Leadership Mentoring Program
               
                    Administration for Community Living

                    November 3, 2017

                    The Office of Disability Employment Policy has selected 18 states to receive technical assistance and training under the Employment First State Leadership Mentoring Program for FY 2018. The program provides onsite and virtual technical assistance to help increase competitive, integrated employment for individuals with disabilities.
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                    2016–2017 IACC Strategic Plan Addresses Critical Gaps and Opportunities in Autism Research and Services
               
                     Office of Autism Research Coordination

                    October 23, 2017

                    The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) has released its 2016 – 2017 Strategic Plan for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).  The new IACC Strategic Plan meets the requirements of the Autism Collaboration, Accountability, Research, Education, and Support (Autism CARES) Act of 2014 and includes objectives that encompass ASD research and services activities.
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                    2014-2015 IACC ASD Research Portfolio Analysis Report Provides ASD Research Funding Trends Over Last 8 Years
               
                     Office of Autism Research Coordination

                    October 23, 2017

                    The Office of Autism Research Coordination (OARC) has released The 2014-2015 IACC ASD Research Portfolio Analysis Report which represents the eighth year of data collected and the sixth comprehensive report of U.S. ASD research funding across both the Federal and private sectors.
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                    New app helps parents track child’s developmental milestones
               
                    Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

                    October 24, 2017

                    The Milestone Tracker app, available in iOS and Android, was developed by CDC’s “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” program to help parents, early care and education providers, and healthcare providers track developmental milestones in young children.
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                    NIH awards nearly $100 million for Autism Centers of Excellence program
               
                    National Institutes of Health

                    September 7, 2017

                     The National Institutes of Health has awarded nine research grants totaling nearly $100 million over the next five years for the Autism Centers of Excellence (ACE), a program that supports large research projects aimed at understanding and developing interventions for autism spectrum disorder (ASD).

                
       
            
     

            
           
                    
                                           
                ACL Awards Grants to 42 University Centers Supporting People with Developmental Disabilities and Their Families
               
                Administration for Community Living

                July 10, 2017

                ACL's Administration for Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities recently awarded five-year grants to 42 University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs). The UCEDDs will receive a total of $22,974,000 a year to address issues, find solutions, and advance research in order to improve the lives of people with developmental disabilities and their families. 

            
  
            
                                           
                Neuroimaging technique may help predict autism among high-risk infants
               
                National Institutes of Health

                June 7, 2017

                Functional connectivity magnetic resonance imaging (fcMRI) scans may predict which high risk, 6 month old infants will develop autism by age 2 years.

            
  
            
            
                Baby teeth link autism and heavy metals, NIH study suggests
               
                National Institutes of Health

                June 1, 2017

                In a twin study, researchers found that baby teeth from individuals with autism contain higher levels of lead and low levels of nutrients.

            

            
            
                AHRQ Research Reveals Massage, Sensory Interventions Improve Autism Behaviors: Little evidence to support nutritional supplements, special diets
               
                AHRQ Press Release

                May 26, 2017

                Sensory-focused interventions – such as massage, swinging and trampoline exercises and exposure to different textures – reduced sensory and motor impairments in children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), according to an analysis   funded by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), highlighted today in the journal Pediatrics. Meanwhile, an additional AHRQ-supported article in Pediatrics concluded that little evidence currently exists to support the use of nutritional supplements or gluten-free/casein-free diets to improve autistic behaviors in children.

            
  
            
            
                Helping Families Navigate the Challenges of Autism
               
                AHRQ Blog – by Dr. David Myers

                May 26, 2017

                The mysteries and impacts of autism continue to challenges us all ... I am pleased to report, however, that two new research reports from AHRQ provide important updates about what tactics are known to be effective—and not effective—in managing ASD behaviors.

            

        
            
                Celebrating the Joy and Contributions of Americans with Autism
               
                Thomas E. Price, M.D., HHS Secretary

                Friday, April 28, 2017

                HHS recommits to supporting Americans living with autism and their families.

            
  
            
            
                Towards Interventions Across the Autism Spectrum
               
                Dr. Joshua Gordon, Director, NIMH and Chair, Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee

                Wednesday, April 26, 2017

                In recognition of Autism Awareness Month, I am highlighting NIMH's efforts at improving understanding of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and developing effective interventions and supports for individuals with ASD.

            
  
            
            
                 Human Forebrain Circuits Under Construction – in a Dish
               
                April 26, 2017

                Neuroscientists have created a 3D window into the human brain's budding executive hub assembling itself during a critical period in prenatal development.

            
  
                     
                                           
                Youth With Autism Spectrum Disorder Transitioning To Adulthood
               
                Robin Harwood, Health Scientist and Tom Novotny, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health

                Thursday, April 6, 2017

                Based on U.S. Census data and Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) prevalence estimates, over a half million youth with ASD will turn 18 over the next decade.

            
  
            
                                           
                Autism Awareness Month: Genes and Development in Autism Spectrum Disorder
               
                Dr. Joshua Gordon, Director, NIMH and Chair, Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee

                Tuesday, April 4, 2017

                Understanding how the brain develops and functions remains among the most difficult of scientific challenges, as is the effort to understand the causes of conditions that alter its function. Among these is autism spectrum disorder (ASD).

            
  
            
            
                Presidential Proclamation — World Autism Awareness Day, 2017
               
                President Donald J. Trump 

                Sunday, April 2, 2017

                On World Autism Awareness Day, we highlight the importance of addressing the causes and improving the treatments for autism spectrum disorders (ASDs).  We also recognize the importance of identifying ASDs early in a child's life and of understanding the obstacles faced by people living on the autism spectrum. 

            
 
            
                Statement of U.N. Secretary-General for World Autism Awareness Day 2017
               
                 Secretary-General António Guterres'

                Thursday, March 30, 2017

                On this World Autism Awareness Day, let us all play a part in changing attitudes towards persons with autism and in recognizing their rights as citizens, who, like everyone else, are entitled to claim those rights and make decisions for their lives in accordance with their own will and preferences.

            
     
               
                 Delayed Walking May Signal Spontaneous Gene Anomalies in Autism
               
                March 24, 2017 

                Researchers have discovered a pattern of genetic glitches and behavioral features, such as delayed walking, in some cases of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) that could ultimately lead to identification of subgroups and improved treatment.

            
   
            
            
                A Third of Suspect Mutations in ASD Just "Noise"
               
                Thursday, March 23, 2017

                Mark Daly, Ph.D reported that a third of genetic mutations found in individuals with ASD are also found in unaffected people.

            

            
            
                Brain Scans Show Early Signs of Autism Spectrum Disorder
               
                February 21, 2017 

                For children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), early diagnosis is critical to allow for possible interventions at a time when the brain is most amenable to change. But that's been tough to implement for a simple reason: the symptoms of ASD, such as communication difficulties, social deficits, and repetitive behaviors, often do not show up until a child turns 2 or even 3 years old.

            

            
            2016

            
                                           
                Questions for Joshua Gordon: Circuit Solutions for Autism[image: Go to website disclaimer]
               
                Ann Griswold

                Tuesday, December 13, 2016

                It's been nearly three months since Joshua Gordon took the reins as director of the U.S. National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH). In that time, Gordon has made it clear that one of his top priorities will be ‘circuit science' — investigations into the clusters of neurons that underlie certain behaviors.

            
  
            
                                           
                Dr. Joshua Gordon Appointed as New IACC Chair 
               
                Wednesday, October 26, 2016

                Joshua Gordon, M.D, Ph.D., who was appointed as the Director of the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH ) in September 2016, has been appointed as the new Chair of Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee.  

            
  
            
            
                 Schizophrenia, Autism Risk Gene Trajectories Point to Shared Causes
               
                August 12, 2016

                Schizophrenia, autism risk gene trajectories point to shared causes

            
  
            
            
                HHS Embraces Autism Awareness and Acceptance: Improving Opportunities for Individuals with Autism and Their Families[image: Go to website disclaimer]
               
                Friday, April 15, 2016

                Children with autism, like people with all types of disabilities, need opportunities to grow and gain independence.

            
  
            
                           
                U.S. Presidential Proclamation — World Autism Awareness Day, 2016, President of the United States of America  

                Friday, April 1, 2016

                Every person deserves the chance to reach for their highest hopes and fulfill their greatest potential. On World Autism Awareness Day, we reaffirm our dedication to ensuring that belief is a reality for all those who live on the autism spectrum ‑‑ including 1 in 68 children. And we uphold our obligation to help make sure every man, woman, and child, regardless of ability or background, is accepted for who they are and able to lead a life free from discrimination and filled with opportunity.

            
  
            
                           
                Statement of U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for World Autism Awareness Day 2016[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Monday, March 21, 2016

                The international community is now embarking on the challenge of realizing the ambitious and universal 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The equal participation and active involvement of persons with autism will be essential for achieving the inclusive societies envisioned by the Sustainable Development Goals

                UN World Autism Awareness Event:
   
                	2016 Theme: "Autism and the 2030 Agenda: Inclusion and Neurodiversity"[image: Go to website disclaimer]
	Videos[image: Go to website disclaimer]
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                 NIH-supported NeuroBioBank Joins Autism BrainNet in Brain Donation Initiative
               
                November 17, 2015

                Two of the world's largest brain tissue banks unify efforts to collect and distribute a critical number of brain donations for important autism research.

            
  
            
                           
                HHS Announces Appointment of New Membership and New Chair for the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee

                Wednesday, October 28, 2015

                The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today announced the appointments of new and returning members to the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC), reauthorized under the Autism CARES Act. After an open call for nominations for members of the public to serve on the committee, Secretary of Health and Human Services, Sylvia M. Burwell, appointed this group of individuals to provide her with advice to advance research, strengthen services, and increase opportunities for people on the autism spectrum. Read more

            
    
            
            
                 NIH Joins Public-Private Partnership to Fund Research on Autism Biomarkers
               
                July 16, 2015

                James McPartland, Ph.D. of Yale University will lead a new four-year $28 million Biomarkers Consortium project that aims to improve clinical evaluation of treatments for social impairment in children with autism.

            
  
            
            
                 No Link Between MMR Vaccine and Autism, Even in High-Risk Kids
               
                April 28, 2015

                Study after study has found no link between autism spectrum disorders (ASD) and the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine—or any vaccine for that matter. Yet many parents still refuse or delay vaccinations for their young children based on misplaced fear of ASD, which can be traced back to a small 1998 study that's since been debunked and retracted.

            
  
            
            
            
                 Dr. Insel Reflects on Autism Awareness Month
               
                April 3, 2015

                Dr. Insel describes recent accomplishments related to autism spectrum disorder over the past year—from the reauthorization of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee to promising therapeutic results from clinical trials.

            
  
            
            
                 U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon launches a call to action to businesses on World Autism Awareness Day 2015[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Thursday, April 2, 2015

                United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon today launched a Call to Action inviting businesses to make concrete commitments to employ persons with autism. Read more

            

                
                 
                IACC Chair Blogs About "Autisms" Awareness

                Thursday, April 2, 2015

                In this blog, IACC Chair Dr. Insel discusses some of the most recent research advances and initiatives that have taken place in the autism field. Read more

             

                
                
                Presidential Proclamation – World Autism Awareness Day, 2015, President of the United States of America

                Thursday, April 2, 2015

                On World Autism Awareness Day, our Nation recognizes all those around the globe who live on the autism spectrum. We celebrate the countless ways they strengthen our communities and enrich our world — and we reaffirm their fundamental rights to participate fully in society, live with respect, and achieve their greatest potential. Read more

            
 
            
            2014

         
               
                IACC Reauthorized by Autism CARES Act to Continue Through 2019; HHS Seeks Nominations for Public Membership

                Wednesday, October 1, 2014

                On August 8, 2014, President Obama signed the Autism Collaboration, Accountability, Research, Education and Support (CARES) Act of 2014 (PDF – 256 KB) into law, reauthorizing and expanding the provisions of the Combating Autism Act of 2006
(PDF – 142 KB). Read more

            
 
            
               
                New Grants Fund Cross-lifespan Services Research for Autism Spectrum Disorder

                Wednesday, September 10, 2014

                Developing effective, real-world-ready approaches to providing early diagnosis, treatment, and supportive services for people with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is the goal of 12 research grants awarded by the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH). 

            
 
            
                
                President Obama Signs Bill to Support the Needs of People with Autism

                Friday, August 8, 2014

                The Autism CARES Act of 2014, which reauthorizes the Combating Autism Act, continues important investments in research, prevalence monitoring and services for both children and adults on the autism spectrum. Read more

            
 
            
                
                HHS Announces Appointment of New Public Members on the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee

                Wednesday, July 2, 2014

                The Department of Health and Human Services today announced the appointments of Wendy Chung, M.D., Ph.D. and Robert Ring, Ph.D., as public members of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC), a federal advisory Committee composed of federal agency officials and appointed community stakeholders that provides coordination and a forum for public input on issues related to autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Read more

            
 
            
               
                2013 IACC Strategic Plan Update Provides Accounting of ASD Research Progress Over Last 5 Years

                Wednesday, April 30, 2014

                The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) has released its 2013 Strategic Plan Update, which provides an overview of funding and scientific advances made in autism research since 2009, when the IACC Strategic Plan for ASD Research was first published. Read more

            
 
                              
                 
                IACC Releases its 2013 Summary of Advances in Autism Spectrum Disorder Research During Autism Awareness Month

                Thursday, April 17, 2014

                The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) has published its selections for the twenty most significant studies in the field of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) research in 2013. Read more | Summary of Advances

            
 
            
               
                IACC Issues Statement Regarding Implications of Changes in the Diagnostic Criteria for Autism Spectrum Disorder

                Wednesday, April 2, 2014

                Today, on World Autism Awareness Day 2014, the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) issued a statement regarding the scientific, practice, and policy implications of changes in the diagnostic criteria for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) that were made in the most recent update of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM). Read more

            
 
            
                           
                Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon Message for the World Autism Awareness Day 2014[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Wednesday, April 2, 2014

                World Autism Awareness Day is about more than generating understanding; it is a call to action. I urge all concerned to take part in fostering progress by supporting education programmes, employment opportunities and other measures that help realize our shared vision of a more inclusive world. Read more

            
 
            
                
                Presidential Proclamation — World Autism Awareness Day, 2014, President of the United States of America

                Tuesday, April 1, 2014

                Each year, people across the globe take time to recognize the millions of people living on the autism spectrum, including 1 out of every 68 American children. Americans with autism contribute to all aspects of society and are an essential thread in the diverse tapestry of our Nation. On World Autism Awareness Day, we offer our support and respect to all those on the autism spectrum. Read more

            
             
            
             
                IACC Chair Blogs About Autism Awareness

                Thursday, March 27, 2014

                In this blog, IACC Chair Dr. Insel discusses what we have learned from the most recent CDC prevalence update and the developmental neurobiology of autism. Read more

            
 
          
            
            2013

            
            
                 Department Awards $211 Million for the Promoting the Readiness Of Minors in Supplemental Security Income (PROMISE) Initiative
               
                Monday, September 30, 2013

                The U.S. Department of Education awarded more than $211 million in five-year grants to five states and a consortium of six states to establish and operate model demonstration projects designed to improve the education and employment outcomes of child Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients and their families.

            
  
            
             
                IACC Releases its 2012 Summary of Advances in Autism Spectrum Disorder Research During National Autism Awareness Month

                Tuesday, April 9, 2013
   
                The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) has published its selections for the twenty most significant studies in the field of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) research in 2012. Read more | Summary of Advances

            
 
            
            
                Presidential Proclamation on World Autism Awareness Day, President of the United States of America

                Tuesday, April 2, 2013
    
                Today, public health officials estimate that 1 in every 88 children in America is growing up on the autism spectrum. It is a reality that affects millions of families every day, from the classroom to the job market. Read more

            
 

            
                HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius Statement on National Autism Awareness Month

                Tuesday, April 2, 2013

                Every April during National Autism Awareness Month, we recognize the special challenges faced by those living with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) and refocus our efforts on the best ways to support them and their families. Read more

            
 
            
               
                UN Secretary-General's Statement on World Autism Awareness Day, United Nations Secretary-General[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Tuesday, April 2, 2013

                World Autism Awareness Day has succeeded in calling greater international attention to autism and other developmental disorders that affect millions of people worldwide. Read more

            
 
            
             
                UN Press Release

                Tuesday, April 2, 2013

                A growing number of countries are heralding a new call for involvement in addressing autism and other developmental disorders that affect millions of individuals and their families and societies worldwide as the United Nations and communities around the globe mark World Autism Awareness Day on 2 April. Read more[image: Go to website disclaimer]

            
 
            
             
                IACC Recommends Public and Private Insurance Coverage of Early Behavioral Interventions for Children with Autism

                Monday, March 25, 2013
   
                Today the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) submitted a letter to the Secretary of Health and Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius, recommending public and private insurance coverage of early behavioral interventions for children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Read more

            
 
            
            
                The Four Kingdoms of Autism, IACC Chairman, Dr. Thomas Insel

                Tuesday, February 26, 2013
    
                This blog, by Dr. Thomas Insel, Chair of the IACC, discusses four distinct perspectives or "kingdoms" that characterize different aspects and needs of the autism community and that present challenges in finding a way to recognize differences while working together toward the common goal of improving the lives of children and adults on the spectrum and their families. Read more

            
 
            
             
                2012 IACC Strategic Plan Update Focuses on Recent Advances and Emerging Opportunities in Autism Research

                Monday, February 4, 2013
   
                The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) has released its Strategic Plan for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Research – 2012 Update.  The 2012 Strategic Plan Update provides an update on recent developments in each of the seven critical research areas outlined in the 2011 IACC Strategic Plan for ASD Research, including screening and diagnosis, the underlying biology of ASD, risk factors, treatments and interventions, services, lifespan issues, and surveillance and infrastructure. Read more

            
 
            
            2012

            
            
                Autism Progress, IACC Chairman, Dr. Thomas Insel

                Wednesday, December 26, 2012
    
                Every year the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) updates its Strategic Plan for  Autism Spectrum Disorder Research, identifying progress and new opportunities across the range of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) research. Each year this task gets more difficult. In 2012, the speed of progress was so rapid that each draft of the Plan was out of date by the time the IACC reviewed it. The sheer volume of research was overwhelming. According to PubMed, there were over 1,000 ASD papers related to genetics or brain imaging since January 2011 – more than three times the number of papers from the same interval a decade ago. Read more

            
 
            
             
                Statement of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) Related to the Sandy Hook Tragedy

                Friday, December 21, 2012
   
                The events of December 14 in Newtown, Connecticut shocked and saddened people worldwide. All of the members of the IACC express our deepest sympathy and support for the families and community affected by these terrible killings. Some news reports suggested the gunman had Asperger syndrome, an autism spectrum disorder (ASD). Because this tragic event has shaken so many, the IACC wants to ensure that continued speculation about the gunman's diagnosis does not hurt others in the community. Our committee has collectively prepared this statement to address public concerns and questions about the implied association between autism and extreme violence directed at others. Read more

            
 
            
            
                Time Matters – Why We Care So Much About Data Sharing, IACC Chairman, Dr. Thomas Insel

                Monday, May 21, 2012
    
                There are so many reasons not to share scientific data – in industry, among academics, and even for some patients. For pharmaceutical companies, data are usually considered proprietary, with sharing limited by intellectual property rules. Research and development is a competitive process with success defined by being the first to bring a lucrative product to market. In universities, research is no less competitive. Scientific success in universities is built around attaining tenure through individual promotion and publications. Read more

            
 
            
            
                The New Genetics of Autism – Why Environment Matters, IACC Chairman, Dr. Thomas Insel

                Wednesday, April 4, 2012
    
                 Last week's autism news was about prevalence. The CDC reported a 78 percent increase in autism prevalence since 2002. This week's autism news is about genetics—three papers in Nature describe new genes associated with autism. For many people, these two stories seem contradictory or, at best, unrelated. Increasing prevalence suggests environmental factors like chemicals and microbes changing over the past decade, whereas genes change over generations. Why is anyone looking for genetic causes when there is such a rapid increase in prevalence? Shouldn't every research dollar be invested in finding the environmental culprit rather than searching for rare gene variants? Read more

            
 

             
                IACC Releases Its 2011 Summary of Advances in Autism Spectrum Disorder Research

                Monday, April 2, 2012
   
                On April 2, in honor of the fifth annual World Autism Awareness Day and HHS Autism Awareness Month the IACC has released its annual list of scientific advances that represent significant progress in the field. Read more | Summary of Advances

            
 
            
               
                Statement by Secretary Sebelius on National Autism Awareness Month[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Monday, April 2, 2012
 
                In April, we recognize National Autism Awareness Month and the special challenges faced by those with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD). Read more

            
 
            
                
                Secretary-General's Message for 2012, United Nations Secretary-General[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Monday, April 2, 2012
 
                Autism is not limited to a single region or a country; it is a worldwide challenge that requires global action. Read more

            
                        
            
             
                HHS Secretary Names New Public Members to Serve on Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee

                Thursday, March 29, 2012
   
                The Department of Health and Human Services today announced the names of the fifteen individuals invited to participate as public members of the newly reauthorized Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC). The diverse group invited by HHS Secretary Kathleen Sebelius to join the IACC includes three autism self-advocates, several parents of affected children, a practicing developmental pediatrician, and several researchers, and leaders of autism services and research organizations. Many of the nominated individuals serve dual roles, dedicating their professional careers to autism because of a family member with the disorder. National advocacy organizations represented by the invited individuals include Autism Speaks, Simons Foundation, Autism Science Foundation, the Autistic Self Advocacy Network, SafeMinds, and the Somali American Autism Foundation. Read more

            
 
            
               
                HHS Announces New Members of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Thursday, March 29, 2012

                Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced today that she has invited 15 individuals to serve as public members on the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC). Read more

            
 
            
               
                Autism Prevalence: More Affected or More Detected? IACC Chairman, Dr. Thomas Insel

                Thursday, March 29, 2012

                Autism is always surprising. Earlier today, the CDC  released new numbers from their ongoing surveillance of autism prevalence, the Autism and Developmental  Disability Monitoring (ADDM) Network. What was once considered a rare  disorder is now reported as affecting 1 in 88 children, 1 in 54 boys. These new  numbers, up 78 percent from 2002 and 23 percent from 2006, raise immediate  questions. Are more children affected or more detected? Does the increase  reflect a growing problem—an epidemic—or do these new numbers reflect an  improvement in our ability to diagnose and serve those affected? Read more

            
 
           
            
            2011

 
             
                Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee to Continue into 2014; HHS Seeks Nominations for Public Membership

                Friday, October 28, 2011
   
                On September 30, 2011, President Obama signed the Combating Autism Reauthorization Act (CARA) into law, ensuring that all vital Federal autism research and services programs would continue without disruption and allowing the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) to carry on its work until 2014. Read more

            
           
               
             
                IACC Chairman Insel Testifies Before House Committee on the Combating Autism Act and the Accomplishments of the IACC

                Monday, July 11, 2011
   
                Testifying before the U.S. House of Representatives Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health on July 11, Dr. Thomas Insel spoke about the Combating Autism Act of 2006 and the successful federal coordination and public-private partnership efforts that have resulted from the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) that was created as part of the legislation. Read more

            
 
            
             
                2011 International Meeting For Autism Research Features Opening Address from IACC Chairman Insel and Contributions from IACC Members

                Monday, May 23, 2011
  
                The tenth annual International Meeting for Autism Research (IMFAR) held May 12 – 14 in San Diego, California, attracted nearly 2,000 researchers, advocates, autism specialists, and students from across the globe. Read more

            
 
                        
             
                IACC Members Participate in White House Autism Awareness Month Conference

                Monday, April 28, 2011
   
                The White House held a conference to celebrate Autism Awareness month on April 25, 2011, gathering research experts, health professionals, advocates, and families to share their ideas on speeding progress in the field and meeting the complex needs of people on the spectrum and their families. Read more

            
 
            
            
                IACC Chairman, Dr. Thomas Insel, Highlights Recent Progress in Honor of National Autism Awareness Month

                Friday, April 1, 2011
    
                April is Autism Awareness Month.  Each year this is a good time to take stock of progress.   The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) published its annual Summary of Advances in Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Research today and recently posted the annual update of its Strategic Plan for ASD Research. Read more

            
 
                        
              
                On World Autism Awareness Day, IACC Releases 2010 Summary of Advances in ASD Research

                Friday, April 1, 2011

                In celebration of World Autism Awareness Day, the IACC has released its list of the top twenty scientific advances in autism spectrum disorder (ASD) research for 2010. Read more | Summary of Advances

            
 
            
             
                2011 IACC Strategic Plan Includes New Focus on Interventions for Nonverbal People with ASD, Health Promotion Efforts, and Safety

                February 28, 2011
   
                The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) has released its 2011 Strategic Plan for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) Research, which is intended to provide a blueprint for future ASD research efforts. Read more

            
 
            
              
                Mother's Testimony to the IACC Sparks Rapid Response to Investigate Autism Rates in Somali Families Living in Minnesota

                February 28, 2011
  
                Ms. Idil Abdull spoke with conviction as she addressed the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) in October 2010, "If you want to know the answer to autism, come and study us. This is your gold mine," said the Somali mother of a child with autism and founder of the Somali American Autism Foundation. Read more

            
          
            
            
            2010


             
                IACC Issued a New Request for Information (RFI) to Inform the Updating of the IACC Strategic Plan 

                Friday, June 18, 2010
   
                Read more | View the Responses

            
 
            
             
                HHS Secretary Sebelius Appoints Five New Members to the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC)

                Friday, April 30, 2010
   
                The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) is announcing the addition of five new public members appointed by the Secretary of Health and Human Services, Kathleen Sebelius. Read more

            
 
            
                          
                Secretary Sebelius Announces New Members of the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Friday, April 30, 2010
   
                Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen Sebelius announced today the appointment of five new members to the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC), a federal advisory committee created in an effort to accelerate progress in autism spectrum disorder (ASD) research and services. Read more

            
 

             
                IACC Releases Its Annual Summary of Advances in ASD Research on World Autism Awareness Day

                Friday, April 2, 2010
       
                In conjunction with the United Nations (UN) designated "World Autism Awareness Day" on April 2, the IACC announced its selection of twenty scientific advances in biomedical and services research for 2009. Read more | Summary of Advances

            
 
            
            
                Statement By Secretary Sebelius on National Autism Awareness Month[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Thursday, April 1, 2010
    
                During National Autism Awareness Month, we reflect on an urgent public health challenge and rededicate ourselves to addressing the complex needs of people with autism and their families. Read more

            
 
            
             
                New 2010 IACC Strategic Plan Emphasizes Research Infrastructure, Non-Verbal People with ASD and the Full Spectrum from Young Children to Adults

                Wednesday, February 3, 2010
   
                The first update to the Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC) strategic plan for autism research received unanimous approval from the 19-member advisory group that drafted the recommendations. The IACC, created under the Combating Autism Act (CAA) of 2006, finalized the 2010 Plan at their meeting on January 19, 2010. Read more

            

            
            
            2009

            
             
                President Obama's Statement on World Autism Day

                Thursday, April 2, 2009
   
                "It is with profound commitment to Americans with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD), their families, and their communities that I join in celebrating World Autism Day.  We celebrate the contributions of individuals with autism, their families, and self-advocates across the World." Read more

            
 
            
             
                Advisory Panel Releases First Federal Strategic Plan for Autism Research

                Thursday, March 5, 2009
   
                The Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee (IACC), a federal government advisory panel, has released its first blueprint for autism research. The IACC Strategic Plan for Autism Spectrum Disorder Research will advise federal agencies and Congress on needs and opportunities for research investigating autism, a complex developmental disorder that affects 1 in 150 children. Read more
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                HHS Secretary Leavitt Announces Members of the New Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee[image: Go to website disclaimer]

                Tuesday, November 27, 2007
    
                HHS Secretary Mike Leavitt announced today the members appointed to the Department of Health and Human Services' new Interagency Autism Coordinating Committee. This committee coordinates efforts within the department to combat autism spectrum disorder through research, screening, intervention, and education. Read more

            
 
            
            
                NIH Funds New Program to Investigate Causes & Treatment of Autism

                Thursday, August 2, 2007
    
                The National Institutes of Health intensified its efforts to find the causes of autism and identify new treatments for the disorder, through a new research program.
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